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SERMON 


Preach'd before 


Her Sacred Majeſty 


THE 


QUEEN 


In. Her CHAPPEL at 


WINDSOR 
On the 2 1/t,day of April Anno 1686. 


———_—_—_ —_ 


Beati qui habitant in domo tua Domine. 
Bleſſed'are thoſe, 0 Lord, who dwell in thy Houſe. 
Plal. $3. V. 5+ 


| Fe ptians (Moſt Sacred Majeſty) 
It (wil to Decypher, and Pencil out 

\- yrs, whom they look*d upon, as 

the Sourle and-. Fountain, whence all Favours 
were. deriv'd to Men;) - repreſented her in a 
Humane Shape ; =— a'Breaſt that continu-- 
ally 
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ally guiſh'd forth a Precious and Sovereign 
| Liquor : Her Right-hand was buiſXinremo- 


ving Dangers from her Favourites, whilſt the 


Other was laden with Rewards to recompence 
thoſe who Ador'd her. 

Theſe Inventions of Antiquity, do lively (et 
forth the Portraiture of our Eternal Father,who 
from an unexhauſted Spring of Charity, inebxi- 
ates with inneffable Sweetneſs, thole who Love 
Him, hebriabuntur ab ubertate domus . tne, & 
torrente ooluptatis tue potabis eos ,, ſays the 


P/almiſt, That they fhall be inebriated from the 


Plenty of thy Houſe, and of the Torrent of his 
Pleaſure be will make them Drink. So that God 
may juſtly be term'd to have a Byeaſ} which 
conveys a moſt Delicious Stream, whoſe Sweer- 
nels cannot be Expreſs'd, -and only Conpre- 


hended by thofe who have happily Experiene's 


it! His Right-hand.is always ready to Shield his 
Servants from Dangers in this Life, whilſt the 
other is ready the Next, to Veſt them with 
a State of Glory,” as» fat! furpailing Humane 
Eloquence to unfold, as our Sufferings co Merit, 


Ouia non ſunt ' Condigne. :paſſionus bnjus tew-' 
ports, ad jJutwram glariam que tEvaabituy 'w nobik”, - 
Becauſe,” The Trebalatiqas mm! this Life,” anvwwo\. 


Ways 
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ways proportionable to that Future Bliſs , which 
ſhall be revealed unto Us ; When the Curtains of 
our Mortality ſhall be drawn, and that we 
have ended the laſt A of this Life by a Happy 
Period. . 

This Text gives me occaſion to ſpeak of 
the Joyes of Paradice ; and. though xs EX= 
ceed, I bat eicher Eye hath ſeen, Ear hath heard, 
or the Underſtanding of Man can comprehend. 
However, Firſt, | will venture to give you a 
rough Draught of them. And in the Fe, 
Chaulk out to you the Means by which 
they may be Obrain'd. *But before ] begin, 1 

the Concurrence ef your Prayers, to pur- 
chaſe the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, by the Inter- 
cefſion of the Bleſſed Virgin. 


Moſt Fai Virgin, pigs by C yrs Con- 
veying Life and Grace the Bo/om of tby Son, 
> 6. Arn C Lge Fd Whoſe Happy Soul, 
ts advanced to the bigheſt pitch of Pol 
which any Pure Creature can be capable , affift 
me if you pleaſe, ſo to deſcribe a State of Glory, 
as that my Audience may be Enflam'd with a Zeal 
for its Acquiſition; and we will Salute thee, ſaying, 
Ave Maria, &c. 

B 2 [c 


(4) 
T is an Axromin Phyloſophy, that all things 
I Created have allotted to them, as proper 
to their Being and Conſiftence, a Center, or 
reſting place whereunto they Naturally tend; 
wherein they are fully ſatisfied, and unto which 
they are united by. fo ſtrict a Simpathy , as, 
without violence they cannot be ſeparated. 
We ſee the Elementary Bodies haye their Cen- 
ter , where' they are in Quier' and Repoſe. . 
Plants grow to a certain greatneſs, proper to 
their Species : The Natural Appetite'of Brutes 
Encounters that, which gluts their Avidiries , 
All other chings find here their utmoſt Per- 
fe&tion. Man' therefore being the moſt Noble 
Creature of this Inferior World, Adorn'd with 
the Lively Image of his Creator, and conſti. 
tuted Lord and 'Maſfter of the Univerſe, cannot 
want ſome Term, or Obje&, to which he is 
born by an impetuous Inſtinct of Nature, and 
which once acquir'd, all motions and preten- 
tions would ceaſe : Yet 'tis moſt certain that 
he alone, during this Life canflot attam, and 
reach unto his Center : For Ins Underſtanding 
Elevates his T houghts above the Heavens, and 
all the Power of Nature; his' Will frames m- 
finitely 


+49) 
infmitely. more Delires, then the World. hath 
Perfe&tions:; by which we ate Taught, \That 
for Man to be Happy, he muſt enjoy a Soveratgn 
Good , For all the Beauties, Empices,. Riches, 
and Pleaſures of the World, cannot give a full 
SatisfaQtion go" the Will ; [it ſtill longs and 
breaths after an Univerſal Being , which can- 
not be- tound in things Created. Wherefore 
'-we mult conclude,. There is Goodneſs Infinite, 
an Eſſence moſt Simple, which coatamink all, Good, 
1s Soveraignly Happy in | Kimſelf : And this. is 
the due, and right Obje& of, our VVills and 
Deſires. The Royal Prophet infinuatesy as 
much, when:he ſays, Satiabor cum apparuerit 

loria tua © That nuthing can ſatiate the bound- 
leſs Soul of Man, but the Sight of God in Eternal 
Blifs.. Fiſhes. live not but-1h the V Vater, Birds 
inthe Air, Plants with their Rigots fixed in the 
Earth ; all other things in the place proper,to 
their Being : So: the Mind of Man. cannot be 
free from Anguiſh, whilſt ſeparated.from God; 
He isithe Center of 'awr Hepris In whom, as 
Se. Paul ſays, We live, move, aud are. Excel- 
lently well St. Auſtin Exprefles this laying... 0 
. Domine aliquando incroducis me in neſcio-quam dut- 
cedinem, queſt perficiaturlin, me, neſcio-quid eerit., 


. fed 


fed neſcio quol rvita iſta non erit : O Lord thou 
doſt ſometimes lead me into unknown Delights, which 
if compleated in me, I know not what it will be, 
But ſure 1 am, it cannot be this Life. For he 
clearly diſcern'd, that rhe condition of our 
Mortality wherein we here lie grgveling, is no 
ways capable of thoſe Raviſhing Delights pre- 
pared to fill the extent of our God-thirſting- 
Souls He goeson ſaying, Feciſti nos Domine 
ad tre, & inquietum eft cor noſtrum, donec re- 
quieſcat in te: O Lord thou haſt made us for 
Thee, and our Hearts are refleſs until they reſt 
m Thee. | 

Caſt your Thoughts on whatſoever your 
Fancy and Imagination can frame, and you 
will find this a Truth undenyable, if you con. 
ſider Senſual Delights; behold a Solomon, the 
greateſt of VVits, a Prince, Young, Rich, 
Powerful,- and ſwelling in a full Plenty of all 
Things ; who made it his Study ,. to Deliciate 
himſelf, in whatever might be agreeable co 
his Senſes: Yer in fine, he publiſh'd his licle 
ſatisfa&tion, Crying , Yanitas, coanitatum, &- 
omma roanitas: He 'avows his Folly, and all 
his Experience had but caught him, there muſt 
needs be ſome Tranſcendent Obje&, to cor- 
reſpond withquis unſatisfied Deſires. Again, 


 .. 
Agaio, if you go mare Rationally co work, 
and weigh the Operations of our Spiritual 
Subſtance, theſe likewiſe we ſhall find here de- 
ficient, though nor in the Obje, yet in the 
manner of enjoying ic; Of this, we have a 
Preſident in the Perſon of St, Paul, who was 
wrapt up to the Third Heavens, admitted unto 
Secrets unfit co unfold to Man , priviledged 
with the Dignity of an Apoſtle, and acquitted 
himſelf of that Charge , the. moſt Gloriouſly 
that ever Man did ; was bE&come lo Spiritual 
as to find Solid Contentment amidſt Chains, 
Priſons, and all fort off Perſecution : Yer nor. 
withſtanding all this, he iflues forth this plain- 
* ing Note : Cupio difſolvi, &* et cum Chriſto ; 
Idefire to be Diſſolvec and be with Chriſt ; which 
evidences, there was yet ſomething wanting 
to accompliſh his Defares. - 
Since then 'tis clear, There 1s another Life 
where muſt be terminated the motion f our - ſtall- 
working Souls ; Let us, it you pleale, a little 
glance upon it, and folace our ſelves, in the 
Diſcourls'of what will be one day, I hope, 
the Subject of our Fruition; though at preſeac, 
but of our ſweet ExpeQation.; And here mc- 
thinks, I am juſt like a Veſſel Lanch'd ies 
the 


CF | 
the Main Ocean, without Helm or Compaſs, 
which tells me, I may wander , but whither, 
and to what Port, uncertain :. So I, about to 
ſhadow forth a ſtate pf Glory, am diſtracted 
into as marty Thoughts as there be Idza's of 
things, which'cauſe Pure Delight ; fain would 
I fix on ſomething, but alas! each glimpſe of 
Glory ſtrikes me dumb, and makes nie cryzour, 
with that great Pen-man St Auſtin, Amari poteſt, 
&ſtimari non poteſt : It may be Lov'd, not Prizd, 
nor conſequently Expreſs'd, | 

You ſee then my Dear Audience, into what 
a Labyrinth I am caſt, and how unable to per- 
form my deſigned Task. However, I will 
venture to ſpeak one thing, and this One thing, 
is all ; *tis theſum and Epitomy of what ever 
may be ſaid chereof ; to wit ; That we ſhall one 
day be made Happy, by that ſame Felicity, where- 
with he himſelf, (who is Soveraign Lord of all 
things,) 7s Bleſſed, and made Happy. For his 
Bearitude is, to Enjoy Himſelf, and Contem- 
plate his own Beauty and PerfeCtions: And this 
lame Beatitude will be Communicated to us 
poor Worms through his Liberality, Similes e: 
erimus of videbimus eum-ſicuti eſt, Joan 1 ep; c.1. 
We ſhall be like to him, and ſee him at _ : 
Then, 
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Then, that Divine Eſſence, -which hath given 
Life. and Being to all Creatures, from whence 
they derive what ever they have of Beauty 'and 
Perfetion, will belaid open to our Embraces. 
"Then, that Divine Eſſence which hath raviſh'd 
into Admiration , by the Splendour of his 
Glory the Seraphins, and all the Bleſſed Spirits, 
for above theſe five thouſand years, will be 
given up to our Poſſeſſion, to gaze thereon 
and feed out Glorify'd Senſes for all Eternity. 
Thea will happen, what I ſaid to you in the 
beginning, Satiabor cum apparuerit gloria tua. 
Then all motion, and Pretenfions will ceaſe. Then 
" this Will of ours, which leads us here inceſlant- 
ly from one Pleaſure to another ſtill as un- 
wearied ,. as unſatisfyed, will have nothing 
more to Will, or Defire. For the Soul freed 
from the Bodies Cumber, and Alturements of 
Fleſh, will plunge her ſelf into the Abiſs of 
the Divinity; and will there be neceſlitared to 
Love ; for 'tis impoſſible not to Love this So- 
veraign Obje&t propos'd unto us, by a clear 
Viſion : 'And as Iron red hot, is diveſted of 
its own form, to put on that of Fire; ſo the 
Soul enflam'd with this Love and Beatifick 
Fruition, will by a way wholly ineffable, even 
| melt 


_ 
melt from her ſelf, and diflolve into God ;, 
where all her Aﬀections, will be in a manner, 
Deify'd, and loſt as it were in the Divine Eſſence. 

Then this underſtanding of ours, which toils 
it ſelf in the fearch of Natares Secrets, will be 
at reſt ; reading in the Divine Nature, Divine 
and Humane Myſteries, and all the wonders that 
have been wrought by the Omnipotency, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God ; -for, Elevated 
by the Light of Glory, we ſhall ſee all things, 
which are Formally in God, that is, all his Per- 
fe&tions ; his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, Eternity, 
Immenſity, and* his other Attributes. © Videbimus 
eum ficuti eſtlays S. John, We. ſhall ſee him ds be is, 
which would not be ſo, if any of thoſe lay hid 
from us. And whereas all the: Perfections in 
God, is but one Pure, and moſt ſimple Per- 
fe&tions , hence it is, that his Divine Eſſence 
cannot be objected, without a clear diſplay of 
all his Perfetions. VVeſhall ſee in the Word, 
the Beauty, and Order of the Univerſe, all the 
Species, and Kinds of Natural Things. For the 
Beatifick Vifion will not be inferior to the Na- 
tural Knowledge of Angels, and as they Na- 
orally know alſ things, ſo ſhall the Bleſſed ; it 
being a condition requiſite. to their Under- 
ſtanding. VVe 
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. We ſhall ſee all the Supernatural Miſteries, 
which havye been here matter of our Belicf ; for 
then, paſſing from the Obſcurity of Faith, unto 
the Splendor of a Yifion, we ſhall behold the 
Lamb, Unclaſping his Myſterious Book : We ſhall 
Contemplate the Sublime Miſtery of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, how the Father produces his Son Co- 
eternal and Conſubſtantial to him ; how the Fa- 
ther, and the Son Loving one another, Breaths 
forth che Holy Ghoſt : How T hree are One,and 
make up a Tiny, in Unity, Then (hall we 
perfectly underſtand how Chriſt is entirely con- 
rain'd after Conſecration under the pecies of 
Bread and Wine, and how the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth is confin'd to ſo ſmall a compals, as 
to be gralp'd by our unworthy Hands, 

[ cannot omit a Curious Diſpute amongſt 
Divines, touching the Operations of the Soul, 
by which Beatitude is convey'd unto: her, and- 
made perfe&t. St. Thomas gives it to the Ope- 
ration of the Underſtanding, as comprizing the 
Eſſence of Beatitude,and looks upon the Will, but 
as an accident, and propriety inſeparable from 
Beatitude : His reaſon is, That the Underſtand- 
ing appears to him as the moſt Noble Facalty of the 
Soul, and conſe jurntly in its Operation conſiſts the 
C 2 Eſſence 


| (42) 
Eſſence of Beatitude which is the clear Viſion of 
God. | 

Scotus, The Subtile Door , and our Pa- 
triot, attributes all unto the Will . which Tran- 
ſports the Bleſſed with inneffable Joyes, and 
renders them fatisfy'd throughout the vaſt 
Spaces of Eternity ; his reaſon is, The Will is 
free, can make her Choice, Grant, or Refuſe, 
which is not Compatible with the Underſtanding, 
and con/equently he eſleems Love to be a thing 
more Excellent then Viſton. 

But notwithſtanding theſe Arguments, 1 
embrace the Opinion of our more Antient Di- 
vines , Who joyntly require both Yifion and 
Love ; and that Man's higheſt Terfe&tion con- 
fiſts in the Operation of theſe two Faculties united 
together. For to ſay the Truth, there is little 
fatisfa&tion to behold, what we Love not, 
be the Obje&t never ſo accompliſh'd ; nay, 
could Lucifer ſee God, and yet be bar'd from 
Loving him, he would be miſerable ; for his 
Will, not permitted co Love an Obje&, which 
appears to him infinitely amiable, would cer- 
tainly, be Tortur'd in the higheſt degree. 

Again, We Enjoy God , by Contemplatimg 
his infinite Perfe&tions, and Reliſhing his Im- 
menſe 


/ 
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menſe Goodneſs and Sweetnels:;-The Firſt pro- 
ceeds from Viſion, the Other ' from Love;.{o 
that theſe together, are the Eſſence , and ac. 
compliſhment of our Supream Happinels, 

To Conclude, Reatitude gives unto Gad the 
greateſt Glory ; now, he is not leſs Glorify'd 
in being Eternally Lov'd, then being Erernally 
Seen ; as a Prince is not leſs Glorious by the 
Aﬀection of his People, then by the deſire they 
have to behold him. Hence it is, that God's 
greateſt Glory, being to be ſeen, and loved ; 
'tis evident, that our Beatuude conſiſts in the 
.joynt Operations of our Uuderſtanding, and 
EY Ul. | | 

Methinks, it were not amils, My Dear Au- 
dience,. to examine our ſelves, - how we have 
imploy'd theſe Noble Faculties of the Soul, 
in order to that end, for which they were Or- 
dain'd : And whether we have made our Fmal 
end, and utmoſt PerfeQtion, the frequent ſub- 
ject of our Thoughts and Deſires. For certain- 
ly the Meditation of Heavenly things , pro- 
dutes admirable Frradiations in the Underſtand- 
ing, by which we may the better diſcern our 
Concerns, in what relates to God and our 
Salvation : Meditation is an Entertainment 
| with 
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«with God which is the Life of Angels, a Life © 3 


imparting to us the greateſt ſhare of Paradice 
as pollibly can be attain'd to, in this World-: 
So that truly it may be juſtly rerm'd the Beati- 
tude of this Life : For 'tis moſt Efhicacious, to 
obrain a grant of our Petitions, as being per- 
form'd with a greater Fervency, and Elevati- 
on of Spirit ; and hath likewiſe a wonderful 
Power, to Enrich the Soul with all kind of 
Virtues, being the very Source and Root of all 
Holineſs and Devotion. Upon theſe Conlide. 
rations, many Spiritual Maſters, bave aflerted, 
that not only Religious, but All perſons are 0b. 
liged to prafiice Meditation, at leaſt in ſome 
little meaſure. For they look upon it, as a 
neceſſary means to avoid (in, and to prelerye 
our ſelves in the Fear and Love of God , which 
is hard ro be done, without a Serious RefleRi- 
on upon che concerns of our Salvation. Now 
by Mental Prayer above all other Devotions, 
this important Aﬀair of our Salvacion is moſt 
lively imprinted in us; And though I do nor 
approve the Opinion of thoſe, who hold it 0bli- 

atory to all: Nevertheleſs you may gacker from 
455; 4 how injurious you haye been unto, your 
ſelves, if you have let your Underſtanding ol 
Will 
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YVill betaken up, in the purſuit 'of petty and 
mifling Pleaſures, in. Senſuat Things ; and' for 
thoſe Childiſh Baits of Fleſh and Blood; for. 
feic the ſweet Antipaſt of Heaven, convey'd 
unto'Us in a ſerious Mediation. Ah ! Did 
you conſider the advaiitages of Mental Prayer, 
you would doubtleſs, fer a part one Hour at 
leaſt every Day, to ruminate upon your Final 
End, and utmoſt-petfe&tion ;- which confide- 
ratiofn cannot - but ſtir in'Us, ardent Deſires af- 
ter that bleſſed State, and ſweeten all the acer- 
bicies'df this Life, by that Bleſſed "Hope, as St. 
Peter terms ir. | : If. 2, 

' Cettain it -is,. it\the "Tranfitory Paſlage of 
this Life, we experience: the 'moſt ſolid 'con- 
tentment and ſatisfa&tion, to confilt in the Sweer 
Meditations of ' Divine - Myſteries : For alas ! 
withour thoſe hopes, which Faith gives Us; no 
Creature rhore wretched than Man; for we 
are Baniſhed 2s it were, into a Land of Miſery; 
enflav'd by Sin, where wetruckle under unruly 
Paſſions, that hiirry* Vs into'many* Diſaſters 
and Calamities ; At laſt, we finiſh a deplora- 
ble Life, by Death, im whoſe Fact'is ſeated no- 
thing but Dread and/Horrour:' Afr this, Cot- 
ruption, Stench,, tid Infe&tion; are” the laſt 
| Fare- 
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Farewel and Monument of Us , So that with- 
out Faith, aftuated by Mental Prayer, we are 
Center'd within theſe Miſeries, unable to car- 
ry our Sight, beyond the low condition of a - 
Brute. Whereas on the contrary, Faith Tea- 
ches, We are born to a Supernatural and bleſled 
end; which we are to purchaſe by Ads of Re- 
ligion. Next, that our Souls are Immortal, by 
which reſembling the Angels, we are excluded 
from Putretaction, and approach the nearer 
unto God. Laſtly, That He hath Created all 
things of nothing ; in which Belief, we acknow- 
ledge his Omnipotency, and from thence che. 
riſh our hopes, that, if he could Extract Us out 
of nothing, with more facility (we believe) he 
can after Death, moon our diſ-united parts. 

» What a Comfort then, to conſider, that this 
' ſtate of the Bleſſed is Eternal, witneſs the 
Royal Prophet, Longitudine dierum ad implebo 
 eum, That he will repleniſh us with Length of 
days , that is, with Eternity, as all the Fathers 
exponnd it. For an apprehenſion to be depri- 
ved of what we enjoy,. doth often blaft our 
contentment even in the Bud. But theſe joy- 
blaſting fears have no place- in the Elect : As 
- they can -coyet nothing more than what they 
have, 
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have, fo ſhall they poſleſs it, as long as they 
defire ; and as their deſires are fed with an n 
je, infinite, immutable, and Sovereignly bleſt: 
So their Joys ſhall be immenſe, without end, 
unchangeable, and in all points accompliſh” d. 
In the poſſeſſion of this Divine Being, its attra- 
ive Features both Delight, and Raviſh , and 
inſuch a manner, as.ſtill enkindle new Flames 
and new Delires: For after Millions of Ages 
have wax'd old,. in this our fruition we ſhall 
feel the ſame Fervour, Complaiſance and Ra. 
viſhing Tranſports, as at the firſt inſtant of our 
happineſs. 

Now, as it is Eternal in it (elf, ſo is it inamil- 
ſable to us, Gaudium rveſtrum nemo tollet 4 -vobis; 
Joan, 16. No Envious or Repining hand ſhall 
Treit it from you, For thoſe bleſſ d Co- Lay 
ners, and Co-heirs to that Rich Inheritance, 
are fully ſatisfy'd, each with his Portion, he 
that hath a lefler hare of Grace and Glory, ma- 
ligns not him that is more amply enrich'd, be- 
cauſe he hath enough to make him happy : Be- 
lides their-Beatitude conliſting in a Conformity 
to the Divine Will; The Diſpenſation of his 
Heavenly Largeſſes, is part of their Felicity ; 
So that each appropriates to himſelf the good 


of 
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of his Neighbour, and Joys as much in it, as 
in his own ; and whatever accidental Glory 
excelling, is found in One, occaſions matter of 
Thankſgiving, and Benediftions to the Other. 

Felicitas eſt habere omne quod cupis, & nihil 
habere eorum que odiſti. S. Auſtin Defines Felici- 
ty, to be a ColleAion of all that you Love, and an 
Excluſion from all that you Hate S. Gregory 
Stiles it, Satretas deliciarum, Such a Surcharge 
of all Delights, ſuch a delicious Stream, that if 
one drop : 20G ſhould fall into Hell, it would 
mitigate and aſiwage all the Torments. of the 
Damned. Hence | wonder not, if that unfor- 
tunate Rich Man, mention'd in the Scripture, 
did ſo Howl, and Cry, but for one Drop of 
that Heavenly Stream, fince it had been ſufh- 
cient to allay all his Heat, and Charm his Mi- 
(ery into Felicity. 

Having now My dear Audience as I hope, at 
leaſt in ſome little meaſure, warm'd your Af- 
feftions, In order to this bleſſed State, 1 am per- 
{waded it will draw your Attention untothe 
Means how it is to be obtain'd, which ſhall be 
my Second Point, and fo I ſhall end, 
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C35 Blefſed Saviour, in the 5th. Chapt. of 
= St. Matthew, declares who may lay a 
- claim to this Great Inhericance, ſaying, Beati 
qui Perſecutionem patiuntur propter Juſtitiam quo- 
niam ipſorum eft Regnum Celorum. Bleſſed are 
thoſe who ſuffer Perſecution for Juſtice ſake, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Thele are 
the Letters Patents, and Grand Deeds, by which 
you may enter into Poſſeſſion. Bur Alas! M 
Dear Audience, I muſt here change my Stile, 
and draw your Thoughts, from that (weet Re- 
pole, wherein,perhaps I have Lodg'd them, to 
till you with Tempetts and Whirl-winds ; And 
' tell you, If you will have a Crown, you muſt Fight 
for it. Holy Job weighing Man's Condition 
here, Defines it thus. Mzrtia eft vita Hominis 
ſuper Terram. The Life of Man is a Warfare up- 
on Barth : Within, unruly Paſſions difturb us; 
Without, the Envy and Malice of others : So 
that from our very Infancy, to the Tomb, the 
Noife and Terrour of Combats attend us: 
This ſharp Decree was paſſed immediately af- 
ter our firſt Parents Tranſgreflion, and God de- 
clared it to him, that he ſhould not eat his 
Bread, bur at the rate of Sweaty Brows. And 
D 2 tho' 
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tho' God diſpens'd with this his ſevere Sentence: 
inthe 01d Law,.promiſing unto the exact Ob- 
ſervers of .it, Long Life, Abundance of Wealth, 
a Plentiful Poſterity, and the-like ; Yet this. - 
was done, as he will leave no Virtue un-rewar- 
ded . becauſe Heaven's Gates were then ſhut up; 
But when Chriſt had clear'd the Paſlage unto 
our Eternal Felicity, and clapt the Thorns (which 
were the Frui: of our Sins) upon his own Head, 
then Sufferings recovered ſo high a Being, and 

rew to that Value, As the heavier God lays his 
Hand upon us, the more his Love appears; And 
of this, what greater Evidence, than that the 
Kingdom of Heaven, is an Infallible Conſe- 
quence, . to ſuch as ſuffer Perſecution for Juſtice 
ſake. 

Divines aſſert Three Bemgs, which are capa-- 
ble to enjoy a Sovereign: Good 3 to wit, God, 
Angels, and Man: God reaches - his - Beatitude, . 
without any Motion ; becaule ic is Natural,and 
Eſſentially Seated in him: But Creatures, who 
by their /Natures are inferiour. to Beatitude, 
ought not to arrive unto it, . without ſome pre- 
vious Endeavours for its acquiſition: The An- 
gels, . who are of a Spiritual Subſtance, made 
this Great Purchaſe by - one- ſingle: Meritorious : - 

. Opera-- 
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Operation. But Man, who is et at a greater dir 
Rance from Beatitude,  clog'd with the Maſs of 
his Body,uſually ſpeaking, by reaſon of Infants, 
Baptized, (who, without any Action of their 
own, are admitted unto Glory,) is obliged to 
many reiterared Acts of Virtuee're: he come to 
the Acquiſition : Wherefore, the Term'of this 
Life is given him, as the time of his Tryal ; 
God likewiſe allots to him, many Supernatural. 
aids, which proportion his Good Works, unto 
the Greatneſs of Beatitude , And thus by De. 
grees, by many: Hardſhips, by many Pious 
Exerciſes, he raiſes himſelf unto his Supream 
Felicity : And ſurely, none can repine- at this; 
eſpecially if-we refle&t how unweariedly, and 
with what Zeal, we Labour in the Purchaſe of 
Fading and Tranhtory Things. 

How then,to perform this Task, Decreed b 
Heaven, and to bring. ic to. a happy Itlue, | 
know no' Medium more ſuitable to our frail 
Condition, Than to Plant within us, an Interiour 
Abnegation of our ſelves, by which we give a 
Repulſe to our Natural,Corrupted Inclinations; 
For when once we come to Divelt our ſelves 
of our ſelves, that.is, of /elf-/ove, then, alt the 
Terrours- of Mortification and Adveriity find 


no 
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no effeft, Then, nothing but Generous and' 
Heroick Acts, are Products of fuch a Soul; For 
ſolid Virtue, like a Roſe amidſt Thorns, ſprings 
not forth, but in the ſoyl of AMi&tions ; And 
when once a Soul comes to be ſeiz'd with this 
Holy Averſion againft her (elf, ſhe minds nor 
the Difhculties ſhe is co Wade through, to make 
good her Fidelity ro God ; She caſts her ſelf 
upon the Points of Halberts, and other Inſtru. 
ments of Severity, without the leaſt flinching 
or whining at their ſharpneſs. She takes 1n 
with the ſame reliſh, the Gall of Misfortunes 
and Deſolations, as She does the Hony of Pro- 
ſperities and Comforts. No Stormy Seaſon 
hinders her Journey, and that which difturbs 
Weak, and Effeminate Spirits, is to her, mat- 
ter of Joy, becauſe having her Thoughts al- 
ways fix'd upon Beatttude, the looks upon Ai- 
flictions, as the Medium to lead her to it. So 
that all things which paſs under the name of 
Adverſity, is not ſo, but to the Wicked ; who 
make il] uſe of them, mm prizing the Creature 
more than the Creator, Hence it is, that the 
general ſpirit of Saints have made them Ambi- 
tious after Sufferings ; and to look upon them 


as the choiceſt Favours of Heaven, for they 
had 
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had Learnt by happy Experience, that if Al- 
mighty God was pleaſed, ſometimes to reach 
unto them, the Cup of his Paſſon, it was but b 

ſnarches, and as it were a ſup ; whilſt, with 
the other hand he gave them large Draughts of 
Conſolation : To verify this Text relating to 
my Second Point, Beati qui Perſecutionem pati- 
untur : Bleſſed are thoſe who ſuffer Perſecution,8&c. 

It is noted in the Sacred Text, that God laid 
open the ' Perſon of Job to all the Aﬀaults of 
Sathan, yet with. this reſerve, he ſhould nor 
crouch upon his Life, not that Death would 
have Eclips'd his Glory; but becauſe God would 
not” be depriv'd of ſuch a Champion, to whoſe 
- Conflicts, He, and his Blefled Angels were in- 
tent, with much ſatisfaction; And therefore 
he would not looſe: the Pleaſure, to ſee this 
ſtour Skirmiſh Fought - our to the laſt, *'twixt 
him and his Adverlary. 

Nay, Seneca out of the Principle of Humane 
Wiſdom, drew this Excellent ſaying, There is no 
Obje&t ((ays he) /o pleaſing in the Eyes of the Gods, 
as to ſee a ſtout Man, with a ſettled Countenance, 
unmov'd, to ſtruggle with Adverſe Fortune : and 
truly the delay our Bleſſed Saviour made, in 
lending Succour to his Diſciples, when endan. 
gered 
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gered by a Storm at Sea, ſufficiently hints, utits 
us, the Pleaſure God takes, toſee the Juſt Row 
againſt the Stream,to wreſtle and ſtruggle with 
the afflitions of this World. 

Now, that God is pleaſed with theſe painful 
and ſatisfactory Acquittances, which we oft 
give him, Writ in our Sweat and Blood ; and 
which Chriſt our Lord Receives, and makes. a 
preſent of them, to his Eternal Father, toge- 
ther with his Own, from whence ours derive 
their Value: *Tis not (I ſay) upon the ſcore, 
that he is delighred to ſee us tormented, either 
in Mind or Body ; but meerly, in that by them, 
his Juſtice is Exalted, and the Palms of: our 
Vieory more Reſplendant. 

It may be objected, (as oft it is by our Adver- 
ſaries) that God is the, Searcher of Hearts, he 
knows what we will do, and therefore he needs 
not theſe Exteriour Teftimonies; Next, that 
Chrift's Merits are of Infinite Value, and conſe- 
quently ours altogether ſuperfluous. To which 
I Anſwer, as to the Firſt, That God's External 
Glory, conſiſting in the Viſible Homages, ren- 
dred him by his Creatures ; This would be 
wanting , unleſs he gave occaſion, co ma- 
nifeſt to the World, he hath Dependants, who 


value 
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value no Suffering in proportion to the Duty 
they owe him , Beſides, when we ſhall arrive 

. ata State of Bliſs, and reflet, we have -done 
ſomething, in ſome little meaſure, by the Con- 
currence of our Free.Will, to Merit Beatitude, 
queſtionleſs it will be a great addition co our 
Contentment, 

Asto the other 0bjefion, I acknowledge the 
Merits of Chrift of an infinite Value,and abun- 
dantly ſufficient ; Yet this will not excuſe me 
from Offering, what I can in farisfa&ion : For 
the Glory of all our A&ions belong unto God; 
now as it is an AR of [njuſtice to defraud any 
one of his Eſtate, no leſs is it againſt Equity, to 
deprive God, of what is his Due; if the Tree 
be mine, I have right to the Fruit it bears ; If 
the Land be mine, the Crop likewiſe is at my 
diſpoſal : So in like manner, all that we have, 
all chat we do, or ſhall do that is Good, is the 
Work of God, and a Preſent, wherewith he en- 
riches us,that we may be able tagive ſomething 
to him : Wherefore as all is his, our Duty binds 
usto Conlecrate all our Interiour and Exteriour 
Afions to promote his Honour. That Life, 
then which Contributes nothing to his Glory, is 
Peryerſe and Wicked ; and fince it is rational, 
E {in 
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fin ſhould be puniſhed, we ought to ſubmit - * 
unto this Grand Decree, expoſe our ſelves to be 
Wrack'd, or Tortur'd by what Puniſhment the 
Divine Majeſty ſhall think fat, either in Soul or | 
Body ;, Nor can we ever Repine, if we re- 
member, Beatz qui Perſecutionem patiuntur, &c, 

Our Bleſsed Saviour was not content to give 
bare Documents to his Diſciples, but he confir- 
med his DeErine by his own Example : To this 
end, he advances undauntedly to meet his Perh- 
dious Apoſtle, attended on by a Squadron of 
Souldiers, bent to his Deſtruction: For this 
cauſe he yields his delicate Limbs, the ftroaks 
of Mercileſs Executioners, his unſpotted Reputa- 
tion to the Blackeft Calumnies , in fine, like an- 
Innocent Lamb, dies upon the Croſs, laden with 
Confuſion, Sacrificing his Lite to their Rage ; 
And why all this ? Qua oportebat Chriſtum pati, 
& ita int@#*2 in Gloriam ſuam. It 1s his own 
Decree, and tho' he is the Law giver, yet he will 
not be dilpenſed init , it is his own Doftrine, 

that this Evangelical Pearl ſhall not be Purcha- 
_ ſed, butat the rate of Peſecution, 

Thoſe Bleſſed Apoſtles, who had the Honour 
to- receive theſe Prelcripts from Chriſt's own 
Mouth ;. and many of them to be a Witneſs, 
how 
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how he-Seal'd them with his Blood ; all mani- 
feſted by the Sequel of their Lives, and Deaths, 
that they were true Diſciples of ſo Glorious a 
Maſter; You ſhall not find one, who was not 
like a Perpetual Motion, unweariedly ſpending 
themſelves in the Labours of Preaching, Dil- 
puting, Drawing Men from their Errours, and 
mceſlantly doing Acts of Charity ; in recom- 
pence, they were Revil'd, Impriſon'd, Laden 
with Chains, Torn in-pieces by Inſtruments of 
Cruelty, and at laſt —_ away by a moſt Ig. 
 nominious Death. . ,.:1... . 

From their Times, in the Courſe, and;Revo- 
lution of fo many Ages, uhtil:this prelenc,: you 
(hall find. that. the Servants +of'' Almighty God 
were ever (trangely..oppreſs'd, and made as ic 
were the Mockery ofthe World.: Some {hrow- 
ding theraſelves in Caves; others/toving up and 
down in Solitude,; + (uibus dignus non erat Mun- 
dus ad Hebrew cap-11 14..0f whory,the World was 
not worthy , Sore caſt mro Dungeons, others 
drag'di unto; -Executiqn;: and -amidft-all thele 
Calamiies, they / had/!only this: Conſolation. 
Beati qui Perſecutionem patiuntur,, &c. Bleſſed 
are they who ſuffer Perſecutian, &c.'_  .* 
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After then the Authority of our Bleſſed Savi. 


our, and ſo many Glorious Examples, it were 


to groap in the Sun-Beams, not to ee, by what: 
means, this Great: Inheritance is to be Purcha- 
ſed. Non Coronabitur niſi qui legitime Certaverit- 


ad.  Timotheum cap, 2. Without Combats no 


Crowns, and. without Perſecution no Heaven. 


Et wviolenti rapiant illud Mat: 1 1. And the Violent 
jhall bear it away, That is, who uſe Violence, 
not ſo much Active as Paſſive, by forcing- their 
Natures to ſtoop to Oppreſlion, and to the Ser- 
vile Acts, which Poverty, Want, Contempt, and 
Diſpraces dothrow upon them; | 

Ic is' a Poſition of. Ariſtotle, That''tis a more 
| Noble Afof Fortitude, pati quam agere. 'To 
endure them to Afi. For to ſce a Mighty Prince 
with a Powerful Army to: bear all before him, 
and lay the World: proſtrate to his Conqueſts, 
is-{omething I confeſs ;. but theſe Perſons find 
here their Reward, their Temples are Circled 
with Crowns, they. have the Applauſe and Ac- 
clamation of the People, they fm a full Swa 
and Dominion over thoſe they have Conquer'd: 
But to ſee a Courage, amidſtthe Storms of Per- 
ſecution, unſhaken; like a Rock in the Ocean; 
whoſe hard Flanks Play with the Waves, and 
ro 
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. to affront, with a Patient Suffering, the Rage 
of Tyrants; This is a Spe&tacle, that Raviſhes 
the very Angels, and makes them to Emulate 
ourGlory , This is an Aon, not to be Lau- 
reated on Earth, all under Heaven is too ſmall 
a Reward ; Quoniam ipſorum eſt Regnum Colo- 
14m. Becauſe Their's is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
To Conclude,. you ſee My Dear Auc tence, 
there is nothing conveys an Odour fo pleafing 
unco Heaven, as that of a Soul, anguſtiated up- 
on the ſcore of God's Cauſe. The Oblation of 
a Holocauſt importsthe Reduction of it to Aſhes; 
That of- an afflicted Perſon, religned in the 
Extremity of Worldly AfiCtions, 1s a Tranſ- 
mutation into the Holz Ghoſt, who deſtroys not 
the matter of Sufferings, but. allays them, by 
the Infuſion of a Supernatural Virtue, that is. 
Divine Hope. St. Hierom, calls a Soul Cruſh'd 
with Perſecution, @ Sacrifice, nay, it is a Sacrifice 
of what is moſt Dearunto-us, to wit,the Friend- 
ſhip of Men : For Chri#t foretold his Servants 
they ſhould be hated by the World ; So that 
in Suffering for his Name, - we forfeit what is 
- Natural, and moſt Delightful co us. But whilſt 
we are in this conſuming Task, we muſt re- 
member that as the Husband-man expects not 
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the Fruit of his Labour, until the Szed he eaſts 
into the Ground be Corrupted, and thence a 
Plentiful Generation ſpring forth , So we muſt 
continue Periſhing, to the laſt, that ſo we may 
riſe: under a new Form, never more to be 
Cruſh'd by the Flayl, or Grinding-M1ll of Perle- 
cutors ; but to Flouriſh in Eternal quiet, as the 
juſt Recompence of an afflicted Spirit. 

O all ye Bleſſed Spirits, be glad, and rejoyce 
for your Reward is great in Heaven, YourTears 
are now dry'd up, your Sighs and Groans are 
ſtopt, and all your weary ſteps at an end. Tri- 
ſtitia veſtra vertitur in gaudium. All your Sor- 
rows are drown'd in a Deluge of Joys. What 
a Comfort now to look upon your Chains, 
curn'd into a moſt grateful Liberty * What 
Gladneſs to behold your horrid Dnngeons con- 
vetted into a Magnificent Structure, irradiated 
with the ever-riſing Sun of Juſtice , Your 
Lands and Goods here Raviſh'd from you, 
chang'd into the Fruicful Plains of Szon clad 
with an Eternal Spring ? You now happily 
Experience, there is-not a turn: of the Hand, 
glance of the Eye, or leaſt motion of the Heart, 
imploy'd for God's' ſake, which is not confi 
dered in that great-Reward, 'in that excelling 
Recom- 
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Recompence, and that juſt Retribution of all ' 


Good Things, May we happily follow your 
ſteps, and ſo manage thoſe Exciting Graces im- 
parted to us, by your Liberal Hand, as one 
day to be Enliſted into that Reward you now 
enjoy, and {hall for all Eternity, "This we 
beg by your Interceſfſion of Him, who is God 


for ever. Amen. 
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